i8o  CONSTITUTIONAL LA W OF BRITISH DOMINIONS
Chapter in more effective coalition of the forces opposed to it,
VIIL as shown in the return of anti-Labour Governments in
the Commonwealth, New South Wales, and Victoria,
and the coalition of the same forces in South Australia.
On the other hand, Queensland has reverted to Labour
control, though with a comparatively small majority
in comparison to the pluralities which for many years
marked the Labour domination there.
New Zealand was long faithful to the Liberal party,
whose victory in 1891 gave them office to 1912. It then
yielded place on the minor issue of freehold against
leasehold tenure to the Reform party, while from
1915 to 1919 a National Government was formed. The
Reform party then resumed control until defeated in
1928; since then Mr. Forbes has found it necessary to
effect a coalition, which as against Labour aims at
rehabilitation of the national finance and retrench-
ment. Labour has grown in strength; it is essentially
a sectional party, whose left wing is of very advanced
opinions.
In the Union of South Africa the division of parties
was based unquestionably in the main on the different
attitude adopted towards the Anglo-Boer war. Botha
and Smuts headed the predominantly Dutch South
African party, which aimed at achieving unity of feeling
and equality between British and Dutch; the British
Unionist party and the Dutch Nationalist party stood
for racial interests primarily. The death of Botha in
1919 weakened the South African party, and its con-
tinued tenure of power was rendered possible only by
the merger in it in 1920 of the Unionist party as
against the hostility of the Nationalists and Labour,
and an election of 1921 gave a substantial majority.